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Referendum Date: September 26, 2006   

Total Referendum: $13,483,814
Contact: Donald Bochicchio, Superintendent  (609) 693-3131  

or Kathleen Barneman, Business Administrator  (609) 693-5897

The proposed referendum in this community began with several strikes against it. 
The district has two elementary school buildings, both of which needed extensive 
infrastructure renovations. Additionally, the district wanted to add a new gymna-
sium, locker rooms, and administrative offices. The mayor of the town proposed 
a plan to develop a town center, which would include a new school. The commu-
nity was becoming confused due to this alternative to the district’s plan. Although 
current district enrollment figures were in a decline, enrollment projections were 
expected to increase as early as 2009 due to approved development in the area. 
The proposed building system upgrades to the two school buildings would ac-
commodate future additions that could connect the two schools. 

Zander Consulting was asked to develop communication materials that 
would inform the residents of Waretown that the upgrades and renovations 
were needed for both the short- and long-term comfort and safety of the stu-
dents. The district decided to offer two questions on the referendum: one ques-
tion concerned the upgrades and renovations, the second question was about the 
new gymnasium and administrative offices. In order for the second question to 
pass, the first question had to be approved.

The communication plan was one of transparency and visibility. In addition to 
newsletters, referendum hotline, website updates, tours and open houses, a cam-
paign was launched to get the information into the press. A public meting was 
held and attended by more than 100 people who were seeking the facts about 
the mayor’s proposal and the district’s referendum. Zander Consulting prepared 
editorials to be issued by the board president to the local papers, which included 
only the facts about the referendum and its costs, as well as information about the 
referendum process and real questions to the town administration about the pro-
posed town center. The board of education had an advantage in that 49 percent 
of the eligible costs had been pledged by the state in the form of debt service aid 
if the referendum passed. The plan as proposed by the town administration did 
not have committed funding sources. The district stayed the course by presenting 
factual communication that accentuated the positive aspects of the referendum 
and challenged the rhetoric of a new school building as well as requesting more 
concrete plans for the future.

The referendum was held on September 26, 2006. Question one passed and 
question two was defeated by only 13 votes.
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Referendum Presentation 

Tuesday, September 19, 2006

7:00 p.m.

Frederic A. Priff School—Media Center

Special  Faci l it ies  Referendum  

Don’t miss your last chance to attend a formal presentation of the referendum plan.

Project professionals, district administrators and board members will be on hand to

answer your questions after the presentation. No other board business will be discussed at

this special meeting. All residents are encouraged to attend.   

Visit www.otsdk6.org or call the referendum hotline at 609-693-3131 ext. 30 for more

information, or email your questions to facilitiesreferendum@otsdk6.org

VOTE Tuesday, September 26, Polls Open 3:30 pm - 9:00 pm • EVERY VOTE COUNTS!

Please join us

at this special

referendum

meeting.
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Over the summer, we have workedhard to issue factual information con-cerning the September 26 referendumto renovate and upgrade our twoschools. We have committed, inwriting, our facts, figures, anddata, which supports and sub-stantiates the need to renovateand upgrade the buildings. Weproved to the state departmentof education, by filing the appropriatedocuments and meeting the statutoryrequirements, that we have a need inour district. The state has respondedby offering a very generous debt serv-ice aid package. 
We are working with a “bird in thehand situation” in which we have afirm commitment for state money inletters from the New JerseyDepartment of Education dated July14 and August 4, 2006, to maintainour present investments—our schoolbuildings. If the referendum passes,the state has pledged 49.7 percent ofeligible costs. This is almost unprece-dented and not usually seen in dis-tricts similar to ours.Twelve years ago we increased thesize of our buildings—now it is timeto protect that investment by renovat-ing and upgrading the buildings tomake sure that the buildings do notbegin to deteriorate and that theymeet the current health, safety, andADA codes.

Throughout all of our planning, wemaintain one focus: what is best for

our chil-
dren.
While we
have to
use numbers, figures, and data, thefaces of our community’s children arevery present in the process. We wantthem to be in an environment that issafe, healthy, and accessible. We wanttheir surroundings to give them thegreatest educational advantage possi-ble. We want to house them in set-tings that will help prepare them fortheir futures as contributing membersof a larger society.

There are many, many facets to thelong-range facilities plan—manyissues, rules, regulations, and codesthat we have to consider when look-ing at the next five years in our dis-trict. We address many of these in theQuestion and Answer section of thisnewsletter. Please read it over careful-ly and if there are questions, issues orfacts we have not addressed, we urgeyou to contact the board office viaphone or email. All contact informa-tion is on the back page of thisnewsletter.
Your voice is important—pleasevote on September 26.

The Ocean Township Board ofEducation
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A Letter to the Citizens of Ocean Township

VOTE
Tuesday, September 26

Polls Open
3:30 pm - 9:00 pm

Special  Facil it ies  Referendum Edition II  — September 2006

Cost per $100 of assessed valueProposal 1 $0.0263 Proposal 2 $0.0322

p 2: Renovations & upgrade plansp 3 & 4: Frequently asked 
questions

p 4: Estimated cost & tax impactp 5: Sample ballot questionsp 6: Information resources

Know the facts!
Take a look inside formore information:

Summary 
of Cost

Proposal 1 $8,100,503

Proposal 2 $5,383,311

Total $13,483,814
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