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Referendum Date: December 13, 2005   
Total Referendum: $19,558,778

Contact: Constance Bauer, Superintendent  (609) 298-6900
 or Louise Zoilkowski, Business Administrator  (609) 298-0307

With people moving into the community every day, the population in 
the Chesterfield Township School District was on the rise. By September 
2005, enrollment at Chesterfield Elementary School was 30 students 
over capacity. As a short-term solution, the district installed temporary 
classroom trailers. However, based on a demographic study, the condi-
tion was only expected to worsen. 

To address the problem, the district decided to present the community 
with a $19.5 million referendum to build a new 60,000-square-foot 
elementary school to house students in grades 3–6. In addition, reno-
vations were planned at the existing elementary school, which would 
then serve students in grades K–2 and children attending the preschool 
handicapped program.  

Since the district had presented the same proposal to the public two years 
earlier and had failed to pass the project, Zander Consulting was hired to 
develop and implement a comprehensive communications program.

Zander Consulting responded with an in-depth campaign that in-
cluded project-focused publications, community engagement activities, 
and public information events such as tours and open houses. Several 
pages on the district website were also dedicated to the plan. In addition, 
Zander Consulting staff assisted in the creation of a key communicators 
group. This team of volunteers was charged with serving as ambassadors 
within the community, explaining the needs behind the plan as well as 
the project details. To reach as many voters as possible, an editorial was 
also authored and published in the local press.

The issues Zander Consulting faced on this project were significant. 
First, the public refused to believe the projected enrollment increase 
would come to fruition. Second, the tax impact for the project was  
extremely high. Finally, the project was expected to cost $2 million  
more in 2005 than it did in 2003 for the same scope of work. Although 
this was simply the result of higher construction and materials costs,  
it was difficult to communicate to this skeptical community. Ultimately, 
despite the best efforts of the board, administration, and Zander  
Consulting staff, district voters rejected the plan once again.
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Formal Presentation of Expansion Plan 

Held November 22

D i s t r i c t - W i d e  E x p a n s i o n  P l a n

Donʼt miss your chance to see a formal Board  

presentation of the District Wide Expansion Plan. 

Date: Tuesday, Nov. 22, 2005

Time: 7:30 p.m.

Where: Library Media Center at Chesterfield Township School 

The beginning of this meeting will be dedicated to the expansion plan and will  

include a formal presentation followed by a question and answer session.  

Regular board business will follow. All residents are encouraged to attend.

Visit www.chesterfieldschool.com or  

call the expansion plan hotline at 609-298-2997 for more information.

Expansion Plan Financial Fact Sheet Vote December 13, 2005
What projects are included in the Expansion Plan?New School

• Construction of a 60,000-square-foot elementary school including educationally appropriate 

instructional spaces per State guidelines as follows:– General Classrooms– Library/Media Center– Art Room
– Music Classroom– Computer Lab– Gymnasium

– Cafeteria w/Stage & Kitchen– Enrichment and Resource Classrooms– Child Study Team– Guidance
– Administrative Offices and Faculty Room• Will serve approximately 375 students in grades 3–6

• Built on 9.2 acres of land adjacent • Building will accommodate future enrollment growth 

Renovated Chesterfield Elementary School• Renovations will take place once new elementary school is completed
• School will house four sections each for grades K–2
• Renovated space will also provide one classroom for Pre-K handicapped students (two sections of 

half-day classes will be held)• Air conditioning will be installed in existing classrooms, general/nursing offices, resource rooms, 

and multipurpose room 

D i s t r i c t - W i d e  E x p a n s i o n  P l a n
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Vote
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2005

11 a.m. – 9 p.m.

Chesterfield Township Municipal Complex

Fall 2005

On December 13, residents in the 

Chesterfield Township School 

District will be asked to vote on 

a $19.5 million facilities expansion plan 

to construct a new school for students in 

grades 3–6 and to renovate our current 

school, which will serve students in K–2. 

This plan is the result of much hard work 

and consideration, and was developed 

to address issues of overcapacity at 

Chesterfield Elementary School, which 

currently serves students in grades K–6.

Enrollment in the district has been steadily 

increasing as more and more people move 

into our community. In fact, three years 

ago there were 268 students enrolled at 

Chesterfield Elementary. Last year that 

number jumped by 10 to 278 students. As 

of September 7, 2005, student enrollment 

was 301 in a school with a capacity for 271 

students. 

To accommodate the current 

overpopulation, we have installed 

temporary classroom trailers. However, the 

trailers are a short-term solution, and as 

additional children enter our district each 

month, we will be forced to increase class 

sizes and eliminate programs. 

Most important, enrollment is expected to 

continue growing. A demographic study 

completed in June suggests enrollment 

will increase by several hundred students 

by 2009. The Chesterfield community is 

a special place where profound care and 

commitment are extended to our children. 

As more families move into our community, 

we must be prepared to provide the same 

wonderful learning opportunities for all our 

students. 

With the goal to provide continued 

educational excellence to our children 

firmly in mind, the Board of Education is 

presenting the facilities expansion plan. 

There are several reasons why the Board 

has chosen to move forward at the present 

time. These factors can be broken down into 

two categories — academic and financial.

 The academic considerations are:

•  the need for additional classroom 

space to accommodate a growing 

student population;

• the need for the district to continue 

to provide a quality education for all 

Chesterfield school students in a fiscally 

responsible manner; and

• the need to address health, safety, and 

other State-mandated standards.

In addition, there are financial 

considerations, such as:

• the opportunity to take advantage of State 

grant monies earmarked for Chesterfield; 

and

• interest rates that are at near-historic 

lows.

I encourage each and every resident to get all 

the information needed to make an informed 

decision at the polls on December 13.

In this newsletter you will find details 

about the project plan, tax impact, a series 

of questions and answers, and voting 

information. Please review this carefully. 

You also may wish to visit the district 

website at www.chesterfieldschool.com, 

contact our expansion plan hotline at 

609–298–2997, or attend an open house or 

school tour event (see page 6 for details). 

In addition, project team members would 

be happy to make a presentation to your 

community group or organization. To 

arrange a presentation, call the board office 

at 609–298–0307.

Constance J. Bauer, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools

A Letter from Our Superintendent

D i s t r i c t - W i d e  E x p a n s i o n  P l a n

Inside 
Enrollment Growth p.3

Project Details/Drawings p. 2-3

Tax Impact p. 4

Ballot Question p. 4

Questions & Answers p. 5

The Chesterfield community is a 

special place where profound care 

and commitment are extended to 

our children. As more families 

move into our community, we must 

be prepared to provide the same 

wonderful learning opportunities 

for all our students. 

Constance Bauer, Superintendent of Schools

Fall 2005
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