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Referendum Date: December 10, 2013   
Total Referendum: $27,400,000

Secaucus was experiencing a sharp rise in student enrollment. As a prime location 
for families that wanted or needed to be in close proximity to New York City, Se-
caucus was booming. As a result, classrooms were coming close to exceeding the 
student functional capacity and a need for a dedicated middle school was quickly 
becoming a necessity. 

The district had plans drawn for a overhaul of  the middle/high school with new 
classrooms, upgraded technology, dedicated science and technology classrooms, 
an upgraded gymnasium, increasing security systems, and repurposing existing 
rooms. The $27.4 million referendum vote was scheduled for December 2013.

Secaucus	School	District	has	a	reputation	of 	fiscal	responsibility.	The	district	had	
a long history of  defeated referendums dating back to the 1970s so the Board 
was optimistic, but worked diligently to get the word out. The referendum was 
publicly supported by the town mayor and council as being a positive step for-
ward for the district’s students. Plans were in place to pay down existing bonds in 
tandem with the referendum to keep the tax impact low. 

Zander Consulting LLC was called in to ensure that the messaging by 
both the district and the town’s elected officials was consistent. By having 
the messaging stream through one source, the collaborative efforts gave the res-
idents the sense that the whole community was in concert with the educational 
needs of  the town’s students. 

Working with DiCara Rubino Architects and Zander Consulting, the district 
distributed comprehensive fact sheets to allow the voters to understand the com-
ponents	of 	the	referendum.	Letters	to	the	editor	were	ghost-written	by	the	firm	
and signed by opinion leaders in the community. Public meetings were conducted 
to allow the residents to have the questions answered and to illustrate the new 
construction and renovations. Newsletters were mailed to all the residents in the 
town to publicize important dates and polling places. Every effort was made to 
educate the public about the referendum in a condensed time frame.

The referendum passed by a wide-margin.
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PLeaSe december 10, 2013 • Polls open 1-9 p.m.

a meSSage from the Board of educatioN

January 2010

continue to read and see what Mayor Gonnelli has to say...
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Computer generated image  – aerial site plan.

Enrollment Continues to Rise Across the District  —  A December 10 Referendum is Scheduled
The Secaucus Board of Education (Board) currently operates four schools with a total student enrollment of 2,185. A breakdown is as follows:School                      Grades EnrollmentHuber Elementary  K-6 638Clarendon Elementary K-6 651Junior High School 7-8 311Senior High School 9-12 585                          2,185There have been enrollment increases in all grades over the last several years, which have resulted in the District’s K-6 schools exceeding New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) “functional student capacity” standards. The Board’s updated student enrollment demographic study also projects student enrollment to continue to increase for the next five years to approximately 2,500 students  district wide.

After review of various options for addressing the grades K-6 student enrollment increases, the Board determined that the most educationally and economically 

efficient plan to address such increases to accommodate the growing enrollment is to implement a grade reconfiguration to create two K-5 schools (Huber and Clarendon) move the 6th grade students to create a middle school for grades 6-8 per the State DOE model and a grades 9-12 high school. 

Project overvieWThe proposed referendum project includes the following:
•	Construction	of	new	academic	classrooms, technology lab, discovery classroom, science classrooms, green house and related prep and support spaces, and a new main	/guidance	office;

•	Renovation,	conversion	and	relocation of certain existing academic and administrative spaces 

to create additional academic classrooms, a new computer lab and technology	classroom;	
•	Enhanced	security	at	the	main	entrances	and	building	entry	points;•	Expanded	cafeteria	and	media	center	(library);	and	
•	Construction	of	a	new	four-station	high school gymnasium and related training and support spaces while existing gymnasium and related support spaces are converted to a middle school gymnasium.

State to Pay 25 PerceNt The NJDOE has awarded State “debt service aid” to the school district in the amount of 25.2% of the maximum 

Visit the district’s web site at www.sboe.us

If after attending a public meeting or reviewing the web site you have a question, please e-mail:

referendum@sboe.us. In order to receive a response, all inquiries must include your full name, address 

and return e-mail address.

  Referendum

  Open House

Please attend a special referendum open house.  At the 

meeting, District officials, architect, and bond attorney will 

be available to answer residents’ questions. 
Last 

Opportunity

Proposed Additions and Renovations Referendum

This is your last opportunity 

before the vote to learn more about 

the referendum!

December 4

7:00 p.m. — Performing Arts Center

11 Mill Ridge Road
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